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SUBJECT: POTENTIAL THREAT TO VANPLY CONCESSION COULD PRECIPITATE 
USG-GOL CONPRONTATION 

1 . USUALLY RELIABLE SOURCE IN MINPINANCE CONCESSION 
SECRETARIAT INPORMS US THAT THERE MAY BE SOME SERIOUS 
PROBLEM WITH THE VANPLY PROJECT. 

2. ACCORDING SOURCE, APRICAN PRUIT COMAPNY (AFC) NOW 
OWNED BY MINPIANANCE STEPHEN TOLBERT RECEIVED LETTER OP 
INTENT FROM THE PRESIDENT (TUBMAN) IN 1968 GRANTING THEM 
RIGHTS TO LIVE 100,000 ACRE BLOCKS OF LAND TO BE USED FOR 
AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT. THIS LETTER OF INTENT APPARENTLY 
HAS NOT BEEN ACTED ON AS OP TWO WEEKS AGO. 

3. ALTHOUGH VANPLY CONCESSION AREA WAS REPORTEDLY FULLY 
SURVEYED, SEARCHED, ETC., THE LIVE BLOCKS ARE REPOJTEDLY 
RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OP THE CONCESSION AREA. 

4. SOURCE STATES THAT APC HAS COMMUNICATED EXISTENCE OF 
LETTER OP INTENT AND ITS PLANS TO TAKE UP OPTION ON SAME 

TO VANPLY LIBERIA GENERAL MANAGER. AFC CURRENTLY AWAITING 
REACTION OP VANPLY TO ITS INITIATIVE. 

5. HAVE BEEN UNABLE CONPIRM ABOVE WITH VANPLY GENERAL 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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MANAGER WHO CURRENTLY IS IN GREENVILLE. HE WILL RETURN 
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MONROVIA NOV. 1 1 AND WILL SEEK MEETING WITH HIM TO CLARIFY 
SITUATION. 

6. EMBASSY BELIEVES VANPLY PROJECT WOULD NOT BE ECONOMICALLY 
VIABLE WITHOUT THIS KEY AREA. SINCE VANPLY HAS OPIC GUARANTEE 
ON ITS INVESTMENT AND FIRM GUARANTEED CONTRACTS WITH GOL 
COVERING CONCESSION, CANCELLATION OE MAJOR AREA OF CONCESSION 
GRANT COULD PRECIPITATE USG-GOL CONERONTATION. SUGGEST, 

HOWEVER, NO ACTION BE TAKEN BY DEPARTMENT UNTIL WE HAE 
DISCUSSED SITUATION WITH VANPLY. 

MANEULL 
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